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Town started in 1600’s trading —
with Dutch fishermen
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Late 19" century
Lerwick was the
greatest herring
port in the world
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Lerwi
UK, po rwick
IS a trust
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Post-war 1950’s Shetland was in decline
with some poor fishing years and
population falling.

Shetland’s population fell to 17,000 in
1960’s
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While the port was busy supporting oil & gas
exploration, fishing activity changed:

* The herring fishing closed in the 1970’s for 7 years
due to overfishing.

* In 1983 when herring fishing resumed. The
infrastructure had all gone.

* Fishing for white fish continued - but at a modest
level with limited investment.
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Mature oil fields in the North
Sea saw a decline in exploration.
Producing fields were supported
from mainland Scotland. In 2000
Lerwick began to look at the
market for decommissioning of
the platforms east of Shetland -
now 30 years old.
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